Bandshell opens with a
bash

On Saturday,
June 23, the Park
Panhandle scrap
recycling band-
shell celebrated
its grand opening
with a rock-out
party and after-
noon of family
fun.

Located on
the Panhandle at
Clayton Street,
the project is the
result of an
inspired collabo-
ration between
artists, communi-
ty activists, and
recycling enthusi-
asts.

The nearly

17-foot-high
structure is com-
posed of automobile hoods, circuit boards, and other recycled
materials. During the daylong program, its broad stage hosted
more than 20 performances, including storytelling, dancing, old-
time country music, and jazz. There were terrific kids’
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activities, too; younger visitors were in fairyland, with
stilt walkers to gape at and and gigantic bubbles to pop.

The bandshell will be up until mid-September. There will be
an open mike every afternoon for would-be American Idol con-
testants to get in some practice (acoustic music only, please). If
you’d like to perform, send an email message to booking@
panhandlebandshell.com.

The Finch Mob and Rebar Group, city arts collectives,
along with Christopher Guillard of CMG Landscape
Architecture, provided the imaginative spark and hands-on con-
struction for the project. Part of the ScrapEden SF Program, it is
supported by a grant from the San Francisco Department of the
Environment and the Black Rock Arts Foundation.

Thanks to all of them for setting this joyous, multi-purpose
structure in our midst; to Michael Varner for acting as NOPNA
liaison and volunteer coordinator; and to the many community
arts enthusiasts who helped make the plan a reality.

Neighbors couch out at
Bay to Breakers

Mary, Clara and Mia, visiting from Chico, get comfy in NoPa's improvised
living room at B2B.

Dancing all afternoon to the great bands at the NOPNA
block party might have sapped our neighbors’ energy for a
while, but it didn’t prevent them from waking up the following
morning before 8§ am—practically the crack of dawn!—to cheer
on the runners in San Francisco’s 96th annual Bay to Breakers
footrace.

Watching so much exertion really can be exhausting,
though. So a group of local residents, led by Dan Nguyen-Tan
and several other NOPNA members, decided to enjoy the spec-
tacle in comfort by reproducing the cozy environment of a liv-
ing room. At the intersection of Baker and Fell they set up an
outdoor parlor complete with couch, TV, bookshelf, standing
lamp, and scattered newspapers and magazines.

Thus accommodated, the NoPa lounge lizards were able to
enjoy a leisurely view of the 62,000 runners who hobbled
through our "hood on a mild, mellow Sunday morning.
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Please don’t call them “pot clubs”

Conclusion of a three-part series
By Suzanne Cowan

Last December, a group of North
Panhandle-area neighbors participated in a
walking tour of three local medical cannabis
dispensaries (MCDs), organized by the Park
Police district Safety Network. Following up
on that visit, we published two stories outlin-
ing the history, structure, administration and
services of the MCDs. In this final article of
the series, we describe some principal objec-
tions to their presence in the community and
the positions of medical marijuana advocates.

he controversy surrounding medical

cannabis centers, both in the North
Panhandle area and citywide, tends to pit
well-intentioned residents —many of
them parents but not necessarily property
owners—against community health
activists who see themselves as making
an honest living while fighting to defend
compassionate care for patients.

On Thursday, March 8, Tariq
Alazarie, proprietor of the Bay Area Safe
Alternatives (BASA) Collective, located
at the corner of Grove and Divisadero,
appeared before the San Francisco
Planning Commission to request approval
of his application for a license. More than
a dozen people, primarily medical
cannabis advocates, made strong state-
ments of support.

There was some negative testimony as
well. One commissioner referred to sev-
eral email messages and phone calls
opposing the permit. Belann Giarretto,
Director of Pacific Primary School, had
submitted a letter on behalf of several
parents, stating, “Many of our children
are from the neighborhood and walk to
school. We
believe that
MCDs increase
drug trafficking
and crime. As
you know, the
increase of vio-
lence in the
neighborhood is
of concern to our
families and
neighbors. ...

Tariq Alazarie
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We are asking you to stop the permit of
the MCD at Grove and Baker, to protect
the families and neighbors of NoPa.”

In his defense, Alazarie pointed out
that the San Francisco ordinance estab-
lishing comprehensive regulation of med-
ical marijuana centers stipulates that they
cannot be located within 1000 feet of a
school, and that the BASA complies with
that regulation. He also stated that he had
installed surveillance cameras to patrol
the surrounding parking lot and voluntari-
ly filed police reports about suspected
criminal activity. As a result of these
reports, he said, three people were arrest-
ed and charged with felonies. Finally,
Alazarie observed that crime and gang
activity have been taking place on that
corner for more than 20 years, while
BASA has been operating for only two.
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Despite their adherence to the letter of
the law, medical marijuana centers
are the focus of criticism for an increas-
ingly vocal group of neighbors. One
them is Evan Matteo, who lives across
the street from the Vapor Room in the
lower Haight. For several years he has
been leading efforts to change the way
the dispensary operates—either that, or
shut it down altogether.

Matteo cites a long series of prob-
lems. To begin with, he observes, the
facility has no entry foyer, so customers
and staff members congregate on the
sidewalk, causing unpleasant obstruction.
Because the space functions as both a dis-
pensary and a treatment center, the
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patients smoke there, and the fumes waft-
ing out onto the sidewalk can be smelled
for some distance. Matteo feels com-
pelled to circumvent the facility or
remain on the other side of the street
when walking with his young daughter.
Clients appear to be reselling the product,
effectively acting as dealers. The ready
availability and frequent exchange of the
merchandise has attracted at least one
serious criminal attack. Worst of all,
states Matteo, customers who have been
using the substance then get in their cars
and “drive away stoned.” When this hap-
pens in the afternoon, they sometimes
cruise right past a nearby elementary
school while the pupils are walking home
or toward the bus stop.

Matteo hastens to point out that he
does not take issue with all clubs; some,
he says, run their operation more respon-
sibly than others, primarily because they
don’t permit smoking on site. In those
cases, the dispensaries operate as straight-
forward businesses rather than as treat-
ment centers. But they all sell a highly
lucrative product whose profits change
hands rapidly, and they operate in neigh-
borhoods, like NoPa and the lower
Haight, that do not boast a particularly
high level of surveillance and protection.

No wonder, then, that a marijuana dis-
pensary is a more likely target of crime
than most other businesses. Two recent
local examples can be cited. In November
of last year, a supplier was savagely beat-
en and robbed in broad daylight, right
around the corner from the Vapor Room.
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