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Saturday, July 24 is the date of our annu-

al NOPNA Block Party for all neighbors

and friends of the North Panhandle.

Show your neighborhood pride by turn-

ing out for this great annual event that

will feature the area s best talent, food

and fun. The festivities start at 10 a.m.

with a puppet show for the kids, and con-

tinue until 7 p.m. Here s what s up for 

the day:

Local Musicians: Six bands are already

on schedule. Don t miss the area s best

musicians performing live on our

streets with no cover charge!

Kids Stuff: We ve got a bounce house

all day and a wonderful puppet show

scheduled for the morning. Don t miss

the face painting!

Fabulous Food: Barbeque served by

Parkside Market, a bake sale for desserts,

and great wines are just a few of the

tempting treats that will be available.

Dancing: Til the moon comes up. 

NOPNA: Please come by our booth to

learn how you can help make the North

Panhandle a great place to live.

It s still not too late for local business-
es, artists, and local volunteers to get
involved. Please call NOPNA president
Tys Sniffen at 267-6113 and let him
know that you d like to help out.

NOPNA General Meeting
THURSDAY, SEPT 16

CAFÉ NEON
1801 McAllister (at Baker)

7:00 pm:
“Meet Your Neighbors”

7:30 pm: General Meeting

Everyone is welcome, 
ESPECIALLY

first-time visitors!

Block Party Fever!
NOPNA Block Party July 24

By Andrew de Vries

Progress in B of A
development planning

Representatives from NOPNA,

Alamo Square Neighborhood Associa-

tion, and Haight/Divisadero Merchants &

Neighbors met recently with the develop-

er and Faletti s to discuss how plans are

moving ahead for the new grocery store/

residential complex at Fell and Broderick. 

We reviewed some proposed colors

of the siding for the buildings, and talked

about installing a flagpole on the new lit-

tle bank building that should be complet-

ed by the end of summer. 
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SF Day School Update
2130 Golden Gate repaired, painted

By Michael Helquist

San Francisco Day School (SFDS)

responded quickly to NOPNA s

requests to upgrade its building at 2130

Golden Gate. The building now sports a

new coat of paint, new window treat-

ments, and a locked gate at the front

steps. (The stairs are deteriorating and

need to be repaired.) 

Jim Telander, the Head of School at

SFDS, thanked NOPNA for bringing

the matter to his attention and apolo-

gized for the previous condition of the

building. SFDS has since become a

NOPNA member, and Telander offered

use of the main school building to

NOPNA for its meetings.

NOPNA had contacted the school in

April with concerns that the former

home on Golden Gate had become an

eyesore and hazard on the block, with

deteriorating stairs and flaking paint.  In

addition, we noted that a former 

single-family home had been removed

from the housing market, only to be

used for storage space for nearly three

years. The school has still not announced

plans for future use of the building.

(Continued on p. 7)
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President’s Corner

Neighborhood groups can, and will,
be even more important
By Tys Sniffen, NOPNA President

Here in San Francisco, many people understand the problems and challenges we

face as a community. We re smart people, who care about each other, and when

things aren t right we want to figure out how to fix them. 

At the same time, San Francisco is the greatest place to live. I just heard of a sur-

vey that pointed out that more people say they can only  live in SF, and that even if

they could move somewhere else, they would rather remain here than any other

American city. We have fabulous weather (give or take), great restaurants, famous

architecture, and very important great neighborhoods. 

What does it mean to have a great neighborhood? It s different things for different

people, of course. Some think of the proximity to the park; for some it s the shops,

restaurants, bars; for others it s the view from the window, or the friends they know

on their street. It s what planners often refer to as look and feel.  So, in this town

full of people who want to fix problems, who want to do the right thing, and who

really care about their communities and their city, how will that be figured out? I

think the only answer is the neighborhood group. 

City Hall recently enacted legislation regarding chain stores. The new policy

would require any commercial enterprise with chain store  qualities to notify the

surrounding community before attempting to become established in a neighborhood,

even if the use of the actual retail property has not changed for example, if a former

dry goods store becomes a chain drugstore. This legislation is

designed to give the community a chance to provide input into the

plan. In theory, it was a good idea, but I feel that it fell short on the

community side. That is, while we might be notified that a chain

store is moving in, the individual neighbors are still left with the

task of fighting through the planning department s process. 

As we move toward trying to solve other San Francisco issues

(the demand for housing, for example) it s going to be more and

more important for the community to weigh in on these ideas and

plans as they are implemented. How else are we going to, first,

solve the housing problems if we don t build more units more

quickly; and, second, maintain the character of our neighborhoods

without input from the community? 

We don t want some planner at a drawing board to simply

decide what would or would not fit in our neighborhood, nor do we

want some politician, or so-called community spokesperson, to

make such decisions on our behalf. We ll need full input from the

whole community. And the way I see it, we ll need to have organi-

zations like NOPNA in place and going strong so that, when these

issues come up, we ll be ready. 

With the right balance of representation, communication, and

participation, a neighborhood group like NOPNA which includes

renters, owners, and business people can be a model for how to

continue to make SF the greatest place to live. 

Which brings me back to my regular theme: Get involved!

Volunteer with NOPNA. It ll do you, and your community, a lot 

of good.

See you in the streets. 

Tys

North Panhandle NEWS is published for the com-
munity, businesses, and friends of our neighbor-
hood, bounded by Turk Street, Divisadero Street,
Fell Street, and Masonic Avenue.

Publisher: NOPNA Board of Directors
Managing Editor: Andrew de Vries
Advertising: Alex Chuzhoy
Distribution: Will Valentine
Printing: All-American Printing Services, 

Novato, CA

NOPNA’s mission: The purpose of this associa-
tion shall be to establish neighborhood unity,
maintain multi-ethnic and multi-cultural diversity,
foster a sense of neighborhood pride, promote a
safe and clean community, and improve the qual-
ity of life for all residents of the neighborhood.

CONTACT NOPNA: PO Box 591504
San Francisco, CA 94159-1504

415-267-6113  •  Email: nopna@nopna.org

The NOPNA newsletter depends on contribu-
tions from YOU—association members and
community residents—to keep you informed
about events, activities, and initiatives going on
in our great neighborhood. Please DUE your
share! Sign up at our next meeting, or fill out
the membership form on page 8.

Becky Layton
Pacific Union Real Estate Group
Direct: 415.345.3040
Email: Becky@BeckyLayton.com
Website: www.BeckyLayton.com

Call m
e fo

r a fre
e m

arket

evaluatio
n of yo

ur h
ome!

Getting buyers on the
property ladder and
helping sellers trade up

GET the NEWS ?—PAY your DUES!
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A New Kids’ Corner
By Kira Yannetta

Need financing for a real estate transaction?

Fidelity Capital Funding
A full-service mortgage company

specializing in residential and commercial financing

Close a transaction with

ALEX CHUZHOY
and I’ll donate $100 to NOPNA 
or any charity of your choice!

Office: 415.863.2200  •  Fax: 415.863.4809

680 8th Street, Ste. 255  San Francisco, CA 94103  •  www.bayareafinancing.com  •  achuzhoy@bayareafinancing.com

As a child, I lived for the

easy schedule of summer vaca-

tion.  I loved not having to

be anywhere or do any-

thing in particular. There

was real freedom on those

warm, slow days. After

breakfast, I d go out and

spend the day building tree forts, playing

Barbies  under the picnic table, or run-

ning through the sprinkler. 

Things have obviously changed when

playdates  are scheduled weeks in

advance on Palm Pilots; squeezed in

between gymnastics, art classes and ther-

apy.  Lord knows the last thing I d do is

send my kids out the door unsupervised!

I was going to write about the Bay

Area Discovery Museum, which is a

wonderful place to spend the day, but in

the spirit of summer vacation, I m sug-

gesting an easy and free activity close to

home. The boys and I spent a morning

exploring the Panhandle. They had a

blast climbing trees, sliding in mud, run-

ning through the sprinklers, and looking

for the rainbows in the spray. 

As we meandered along on the bike

path, we found a chirpy little bird on the

ground. He was a friendly fel-

low, chatting it up with anyone

who would stop on his or her

busy way. He couldn t fly, and

we thought he might have to be

rescued because of his very

open and vulnerable nature, but

his mamma was nearby getting

his buggy breakfast. We

watched how she fed him, then

shooed  him back to safety

between some roots, away

from the bike path. Try taking

your tots into one of the many

nearby parks and letting them

discover nature for themselves.  

When I began writing

Kids Corner,  I wrote about

venturing out into the world

with a new baby and finding a

social life with other new par-

ents at Ali s corner caf ,

Central Coffee, Tea and Spice. That was

the beginning of my explorations as a

mother in San Francisco.

Sadly for me, this is my last article

for the NOPNA Newsletter. We re off to

explore a new corner for our kids, to

seek a new, simpler, slower and more

authentic life for ourselves in Italy.  

We have loved living in the best

neighborhood in San Francisco and will

miss you. Writing this column for you

has been such a gift for me. 

Arrivederci!

J HCreative
w w w.JHCreative.net

J
o
h
a
n
n
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H
a
a
gWeb Design

Print Design

Identity Design

415 828-1673

Need a web site,
brochure or logo design
at a reasonable price?

Need it fast?
No problem.

johanna@jhcreative.net

1530 Hayes Street
San Francisco,C A
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T hose who have lived in the area for

several years may recall that the

space located at the southwest corner of

Baker and McAllister used to house the

Proust, a restaurant that earned culinary

praise and many dedicated regulars, but

not enough, alas, to constitute critical

mass. Eventually, Proust went the way

of most independent food enterprises.

Many still miss it. 

The Neon, which now occupies that

space, is a caf , not a restaurant. But it

has some special qualities that elevate it

several stories above most cafes, and

make it well worth a visit whenever

you re really hungry and in an casual

frame of mind.

Here are the basics: 

¥ D cor be damned: The large, high-

ceilinged space has caf -style tables,

comfortable chairs, and wicker furniture

arranged informally in the corner by the

picture window. What more can you ask?

¥ The uncrowded bar offers a respec-

table selection of beers (domestic, premi-

um, and draft) and wines. It also serves a

full menu of espresso and coffee concoc-

tions, fruit drinks, and Italian sodas.

¥ The Neon doesn t deliver, but you

can phone in your order from the take-out

menu and it will soon be ready to pick

up. If you choose to stay and enjoy your

meal on site, the affable staff will give

you a number to place on your table,

bring you your food, and then leave you

blessedly alone until you call them.

¥ The burgers and sandwiches (you

can choose from ten varieties of either)

are enormous, and they re served on

sourdough rolls, not insipid, squishy

buns.  The salads six different

kinds are big, too; they come dressed

with a refreshing, lemony vinaigrette. 

¥ For $10, you can rent a hookah,

choose from a selection of special scent-

ed tobaccos, and puff away like a

spoiled satrap in one of the armchairs.

¥ The hookah is the most expensive

item offered at the Neon. Even the

sumptuous weekend brunches (so-called,

maybe, because if you order one on a

Saturday morning it may indeed last you

all weekend) draw the line at $7.25.

But the Neon s main attraction is its

crepes.

Larger and more robust than Greek

gyros, not to mention their delicate

French namesake, these crepes are a

meal tucked between two large slices of

homemade pita-style bread. 

As someone who compares commer-

cial pizza dough unfavorably with

upholstery material, and finds most

Greek pita chalky and unappetizingly

bland, I nearly broke into song when I

tasted the tender, sweet-scented, slightly

chewy North African version of this flat-

bread. Neon browns it nicely on a grid-

dle before heaping on the fillings and

folding it over into a half-moon shape.

(A little less oil in the pan would make

me happier, but that s a quibble.) 

These crepes are moist, with a

choice of ample, succulent fillings, 

mainly of Mediterranean inspiration.

Selections include the Vegetarian (my

favorite, built from artichoke hearts,

tomato, olives, cheddar, spinach, and

marinara sauce); Chicken, Eggplant,

Salsa, Pesto, and the simple but satisfy-

ing cheddar and onion Classic. They are

all served with a generous green salad

and a heap of house pan-roasted potatoes.

If, after all that, you can still find

room for dessert, Neon offers SUV-sized

slices of cake, milkshakes made with

real ice cream, and, yes, a delightful

variety of sweet crepes. I won t mention

the ingredients of the Neon special: You

just have to find out for yourselves. 

Everything is so good that the man-

agement can be forgiven its one small

sin: making the chocolate crepes with

(aaaaugggh!) Nutella.

FOOD in the HOOD
Try Neon for a nifty neighborhood nosh

By Spuntino

Our Helping Neighbors

Hamilton Family
Center

In January 2000, we welcomed a new
neighbor to our North Panhandle com-
munity: Hamilton Family Center, at 1631
Hayes Street. One of five Hamilton pro-
grams in San Francisco, the local build-
ing provides transitional housing and a
broad range of support services for
homeless, low-income families. In addi-
tion to housing, the center on Hayes
Street offers case management, counsel-
ing, a children’s program, support
groups, a computer literacy resource cen-
ter, and family activities. The building
consists of 20 units of individual housing
for families that live in the facility for
between 18 and 24 months. 

A nonprofit organi-
zation, Hamilton is
dedicated to helping
families return to
independent 
living and self-
sufficiency. Every
family that arrives
at the center is
unique. However,
they all benefit
from supportive
services designed to help them address
issues including income, savings and
money management, physical and mental
health, vocational and educational plan-
ning, children’s welfare, and parenting. 

Sixty percent of the Hamilton cen-
ter’s residents are children. Most of them
are under ten years of age, and have
experienced homelessness, poverty, fami-
ly instability, and severe disruption in
their education. To help the children
overcome the emotional and develop-
mental problems that arise from these 
situations, Hamilton provides a safe,
appropriate play space and a range of
guided activities designed with sensitivi-
ty to their particular needs.

The center coordinates a strong com-
munity volunteer program, with special
emphasis on children’s programs, com-
bining structured activities (field trips,
art, games, and sports) and supervised

(Continued next page)
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free play. Volunteers can help coordinate and implement fun
activities designed to enhance the children’s socialization skills
and build their self-esteem. 

Children’s programs are open every afternoon and evening.
Many volunteers come in the evenings to help tutor and lead the
children in art projects. On weekends, there are field trips and
activities like birthday and holiday parties. Volunteers are need-
ed (on both a long-term and short-term basis) in the evenings,
on weekends, and occasionally to assist with special projects.

Volunteering at Hamilton Family Center can be an important
learning experience! North Panhandle community residents are
encouraged to learn more and explore the possibilities. 

For more information, please contact Children’s and
Volunteer Program Coordinator Julie Millman at (415) 
409-2100 X 104 (email: juliem@hamiltonfamilycenter.org). If
you would like to make a donation or take a tour of the facility,
get in touch with Suzie Sheedy, Development Director, at (415)
409-2100 X 119 (email: ssheedy@hamiltonfamilycenter.org).

NOTE: Next year Hamilton Family Center marks 20 years of
service to San Francisco communities. Watch these pages for
news about their celebration!

NOW IN THE CASTRO

• Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

• Children welcome

• Convenient morning and evening 
appointments

• Saturday appointments available

• Easy access via MUNI’s Castro, 
Church and Duboce stations

Bring in this ad to receive free teeth
whitening ($500 value) with the 
purchase of a complete exam, cleaning 
and necessary x-rays.

To schedule an appointment with Dr.
Peter Farmer, please call 415.255.0400.

2191 Market Street, Suite B
San Francisco, CA 94114

Hamilton Family Center (from page 4)
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Local Hero
Panhandle gardener nurtures urban green spaces 

By Melissa Andres

O ne of the best features of our

community is the Golden Gate

Park Panhandle, which edges the

neighborhood s southern border

between Masonic and Baker. We have

one city gardener, Rosando Guillermo

Vasquez, who is employed full-time by

San Francisco s Department of Parks

and Recreation to tend this part of the

Panhandle. You can see Rosando work-

ing in these three blocks of the park in

the mornings, Tuesdays through

Saturdays. He has an easy, open per-

sonality, and knows a lot about the park

and plants in general.

Now 38 years old, with a wife and

baby boy at home, Rosando says he s

been gardening since he was born.

Growing up in Central America, he

learned a lot from his grandfather, who

was a farmer. Rosando gained a lot of

gardening experience working on his grandfather s farm after

school and on vacations.

Rosando became a gardener here in the Panhandle just over

five years ago. He s always busy with lawn care and irrigation,

pruning and trimming trees and shrubs, weeding, and some-

times planting. His regular responsibilities also include clean-

ing the playground on the west side of Masonic and picking up

trash throughout the park. In addition, he performs regular

checks for water leaks, dropped branches, and broken glass to

ensure that the park is safe for the public. Basically,  he says,

we never finish.   

One other gardener is currently assigned to the Panhandle,

but he works mainly on the western end of the park. About four

years ago, a third gardener worked there, too. But when he

retired, the Department of Parks and Recreation didn t hire a

replacement, so now there are just two gardeners assigned to

work in the Panhandle.

According to Rosando, the Panhandle was the original test-

ing ground for plants in Golden Gate Park s Arboretum. The

green strip is home to over 50 species of trees from across the

U.S. and around the world, including Australia, New Zealand,

South Africa, Greece, and Chile. Over the past decade, land-

scaping changes in the Panhandle have been aimed at improv-

ing safety in the park. 

There used to be more perennial shrubs growing along the

borders of the park, and tree branches were allowed to hang

lower. However, after the park became the scene of increased

drug use, public safety became a primary concern, and park

policy changed. The current design poli-

cy is to maintain a more-or-less open

space a few feet above the ground

across the park to provide better visibili-

ty for visitors and public safety officers.

Even so, park policy tries to preserve the

Panhandle s original landscape as much

as possible.

Rosando also volunteers with two

nonprofit organizations: Three Nations

Circle (TNC) and the Indigenous

Traditional Agriculture Program (ITAP).

TNC works to advocate, support, and

maintain Indian traditions and values

among the Bay Area s Diaspora commu-

nity. Based in the Mission District, ITAP

runs educational programs in the Bay

Area focused on urban sustainability 

teaching urban residents ways to live

and make less negative impact on the

environment and their communities.

We talk about sustainability, community food security, recy-

cling, transportation  We explore everything about environ-

mental impact and living in the city,  says Rosando.

We are fortunate to have the Panhandle Park as a resource

in our neighborhood. Not all areas of the city have a park that

is perfect for picnics, reading, sunbathing, barbecues, dodge-

ball, frisbee, croquet, baseball, kickball, dog-walking, Tai Chi,

meditation, and just wandering or chatting with friends.

What is Rosando s favorite thing to see people doing in the

park? Smiling. Smiling and checking everything out. I think

the park is a piece of land that San Francisco preserves to be

beautiful, and to help people in the city connect with the natu-

ral environment. In the park, you can feel the air. You can feel

the trees. It s really pristine land. People should take a minute.

This is for you. This is you in the park. Nobody else.

If you would like information on Rosandos volunteer projects,
or if you can donate tools to support their work, please contact
him at mayalencanahuat@yahoo.com

SSttrreeeettssccaappee  CCoommmmiitttteeee
NNeeeeddss  YYoouu!!   

Chuck Fontana is always looking for new block captains
to help keep the neighborhood attractive 

and clean. Please contact cfontana@yahoo.com
to find out how you can help. 
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In the next issue of 
NOPNA News:

“How we came to be here”—A
special two-part chronicle of North

Panhandle history and the development 
of our unique homes, by local historian

Michael Helquist


