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On Saturday, July 24, the entire
neighborhood came together to cel-

ebrate our annual street festival on Lyon
between Grove and Hayes.

Despite predictably foggy weather,
more than 400 people showed up to sam-
ple the sumptuous barbecue, escort their
kids to the games and activities (the
gigantic “bounce house” and puppet
show were a hit with the younger crowd),
rock with the excellent bands, check out
the crafts and literature tables, and just
hang out with friends and neighbors.

As in the past, David Habash, owner
of the Parkside Market at Lyon and
Hayes, was the grand patron of the fes-
tivities. David donated the succulent
goodies, including 400 burgers and
chicken for 300 guests, which disap-
peared as quickly as the volunteer chefs
could hand them off the grill. Sincere
thanks to David for his generosity.

We are also very grateful to Alan, the
poster artist; Mollie Poe, who sponsored
and arranged for the puppet show; the six
great bands; and all the dedicated, hard-
working volunteers who made our 2004
block party a swinging success!

For many people, the upcoming
November elections present a dizzy-

ing array of choices, options, and issues.
To begin with, 22 candidates are running
for election to the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors from NOPNA’s district
(District 5) alone!

However, you don’t have to be a
political activist or a media junkie to
learn about the main issues and candi-
dates. Making informed choices primarily
depends on finding clear, concise infor-
mation—and talking with friends and
neighbors.

Learning the basics about local elec-
tions, and bringing your choices to the
ballot booth, is the first, essential step
toward achieving political power. Many
people, once they take this step, are sur-

prised at how simple it is and how
empowered it makes them feel. Often
they are then motivated to become active
in local organizations or political clubs.

If you are a first-time voter, or feel
confused about how to make informed
choices, here are a few basic guidelines
to get you oriented.
◆  The Board of Supervisors is the leg-
islative (law making) branch of the City
and County of San Francisco. It consists
of 11 members, each elected on a non-
partisan (any political party) basis from
the district where he or she lives.

The Board responds to the needs of
the people of the City and County of San
Francisco, establishes city policies, and
adopts ordinances and resolutions.

Supervisors work full-time, and are
paid a salary. The Board holds regular
meetings three or four times each month
(except during recess, August 18–
September 6). Many Board committees
meet once a week. 
◆  Matt Gonzalez, the current supervisor,

Political power begins in
our neighborhood

NOPNA General Meeting
THURSDAY, SEPT. 16

CAFÉ NEON
1801 McAllister (at Baker)

7:00 pm:
“Meet Your Neighbors”

7:30 pm: General Meeting

Everyone is welcome, 
ESPECIALLY

first-time visitors!

Continued on p. 3

Block party guests line up to enjoy the delicious
barbecue treats.
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There are so
many reasons

to love the North
of Panhandle area, I can’t list them all in
one brief column. But I’d like to outline
a few: diversity, dining, location, con-
nectedness.

I realized the other day that I know
people who speak Italian, Spanish,
Pilipino, Arabic, French, and of course,
English—and that’s just between my
house and the bus stop. We’ve got
young, urban Vice Magazine types;
we’ve got longtime residents who are
pillars of the African-American commu-
nity; we’ve got new immigrants, young
families, old folks, business entrepre-
neurs, and small-c communists. And did
you know there’s a group of artists that
organizes a Sunday cabaret? A neighbor-
hood kickball team? 

It may not yet be gourmet gulch, but
there are many great restaurants within
walking distance. Have you visited the
Blue Jay Café, at 919 Divisadero, yet?
Don’t fail to try their biscuits! What

about the 1751 Social Club, on Fulton
between Masonic and Central—great
desserts! Then there’s the Neon, on
Baker at McAllister; Club Waziema, on
Divis near Hayes; right next door, Jay’s
Cheesesteak; and less then half a block
south, the Herbivore, with its awesome
selection of vegetarian specialties. Not
only can we walk to a dozen excellent
restaurants, we can also get to know the
people running them.

In case you hadn’t noticed, the North
Panhandle is almost perfectly located at
the geographical center of town, and is
served by a many public transportation
lines. We can quickly get to the Haight,
the ocean, the top of Twin Peaks, Buena
Vista and Golden Gate Parks, Alamo
Square, and downtown, all within a rela-
tively short time. 

Another reason I love this neighbor-
hood is that the people are so friendly.
Besides having clear geographic bound-
aries, this area is close-knit, dense with-
out being crowded, and full of cafes and
gathering places where people can get to

know each other. It sometimes takes a
little confidence to say hello to strangers,
but I find that the more I’m involved in
the community—shopping, relaxing, and
playing here, besides working with
NOPNA—the more comfortable I feel
about greeting my neighbors as I walk
around. Try it, you’ll like it!

See you in the streets. 

Tys

Need financing for a real estate transaction?

Fidelity Capital Funding
A full-service mortgage company

specializing in residential and commercial financing

Close a transaction with

ALEX CHUZHOY
and I’ll donate $100 to NOPNA 
or any charity of your choice!

Office: 415.863.2200  •  Fax: 415.863.4809

680 8th Street, Ste. 255  San Francisco, CA 94103  •  www.bayareafinancing.com  •  achuzhoy@bayareafinancing.com

President’s Corner

What’s good about this ‘hood
By Tys Sniffen, NOPNA President

North Panhandle NEWS is published for the
community, businesses, and friends of our neigh-
borhood, bounded by Turk Street, Divisadero
Street, Fell Street, and Masonic Avenue.

Publisher: NOPNA Board of Directors
Managing Editor: Andrew de Vries
Advertising: Alex Chuzhoy
Distribution: Will Valentine
Printing: All-American Printing Services,

Novato, CA

NOPNA’s mission: The purpose of this associ-
ation shall be to establish neighborhood unity,
maintain multi-ethnic and multi-cultural diversity,
foster a sense of neighborhood pride, promote a
safe and clean community, and improve the quali-
ty of life for all residents of the neighborhood.

CONTACT NOPNA: PO Box 591504
San Francisco, CA 94159-1504

415-267-6113  •  Email: nopna@nopna.org



has decided not to run for re-election.
Therefore, all residents of District 5 who
are eligible to vote can select the person
to replace him. Supervisors will be elect-
ed by “Ranked Choice Voting,” a system
used in San Francisco for the first time.
(See the simple description below).
◆  Voters will select their preferred can-
didate for President of the United States
and for their San Francisco district super-
visor on the same ballot. The deadline
for voter registration is Monday,
October 18, and the regular election is
scheduled for Tuesday, November 2.
However, you can vote early, by showing
up in person at City Hall, starting
Monday, October 4. You can also vote
by absentee ballot. Deadline for applying
for an absentee ballot is Tuesday,
October 26. 

If you haven’t already selected the
candidates you will be supporting in the
election, there are several ways you can
find out about their work, experience,
and positions on key issues. 
◆  First, Candidates are endorsed by
various organizations, and also by local 

newspapers. The San
Francisco Bay
Guardian, a free paper
you can pick up on
many neighborhood
street corners, offers a
detailed explanation of
its endorsements. The
paper comes out every
Wednesday.
◆  Additionally, public
meetings offer an
opportunity to hear
candidates’ views and
ask them direct ques-
tions. One such forum
will take place at the
University of San
Francisco on
September 29, proba-
bly from 6 to 8 pm.
Check the Bay
Guardian and other
local papers for final
details about the loca-
tion and time.

◆  Here are some Internet Web sites you
can visit to learn more. (If you do not
have access to a computer at home or at
work, most public library branches let
you to use a computer and help you get
on the Internet free of charge.) 
http://www.sfgov.org/site/election_index.
asp?id=4438 (San Francisco Elections
Department web site—Lists the qualified
candidates and ballot measures)

http://www.sfgov.org/site/election_page.a
sp?id=24269 (San Francisco Elections
Department web site—provides election
details, including an interactive sample
ballot)

http://www.ci.sf.ca.us/site/bdsupvrs_inde
x.asp (Information about the SF Board of 
Supervisors and scheduled 
meetings)

http://www.sfbg.
com/ (San 
Francisco Bay 
Guardian 
online)
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This November, San Francisco voters
will elect seven members to the Board
of Supervisors using ranked choice vot-
ing (RCV, also known as instant runoff
voting).

RCV allows voters to rank their candi-
dates 1, 2, and 3. These rankings will be
used to organize runoffs to determine
the candidate who receives the majority
(more than 50 percent) of the total votes.

On the ballot, voters will see three
columns labeled First Choice,  Second
Choice,  and Third Choice.  In each
column, you will fill in the arrow next to
the candidate you have selected for
each choice.

After the voting takes place, the first-
place rankings will be counted. If a can-
didate has won a majority of these first-
place rankings, he or she is elected. But
if no candidate has a majority of first-
place rankings, the instant runoff
begins

The candidate with the LEAST num-
ber of first-place rankings is eliminated
from the runoff. Voters then give their
vote to their second choice candidate,
as indicated by their ranked ballot. 

Now if one candidate has a majority of
votes, that candidate is elected. If still
no candidate has a majority at this point,
another last-place candidate is eliminat-
ed, and voters then give their vote to
their next-ranked candidate. The vote
counting proceeds in rounds, until one
candidate has a majority of the vote.

To see an animated cartoon showing
how the RCV ballot counting will take
place, visit the Web site http://www.fair-
vote.org/sf/vote/. You can also view a
flow chart showing this at
http://www.fairvote.org/irv/flow.pdf . The
site http://www.demochoice.org/sf.html
offers tools to help educate San
Franciscans about ranked choice 
voting. 

Ranked Choice Voting Comes to San Francisco

Becky Layton
Pacific Union Real Estate Group
Direct: 415.345.3040
Email: Becky@BeckyLayton.com
Website: www.BeckyLayton.com
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Getting buyers on the
property ladder and
helping sellers trade up

Political Power (Continued from page 1)
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How We Came to Be Here
Part one in a two-part series chronicling North Panhandle history and the 

development of our unique homes
By Michael Helquist

S an Francisco is small enough that
each neighborhood, especially those

close to the city’s center, reflect the
major events of its history. Sometimes,
focusing on a particular block, or even a
single building, can suggest an abun-
dance of details that define the city’s
character, development, and continuing
attraction far and wide. The North of
Panhandle neighborhood, the 2000 block
of Golden Gate Avenue, and the building
on that street at 2077-2081 reveal just
those dimensions.

When the small outpost at the tip of
the peninsula was known as Yerba
Buena, rather than San Francisco, it
would have been inconceivable that the
sand dunes stretching all the way to the
ocean would ever yield more than a
wind-swept reason to not stray far from
the few comforts afforded the first set-
tlers. But the familiar story of how the
small village would become a city once
gold and silver were discovered in the
mid-1800s is ample evidence of how
quickly expectations can change. No
sooner had San Francisco burst at its
seams to accommodate the wave of
immigrants seeking their fortune than its
leaders began looking west and south to
expand its borders.

From Pueblo Lands to
Western Addition

T o the west of the port city, Mexican
landowners had struggled to no

avail to keep their unfenced properties
free of squatters during the Gold Rush.
Their property, known as “pueblo lands,”
were eventually placed in litigation
before the U.S. government. On March
8, 1866, Congress decided against the
property rights of the Mexicans, and the
broad stretch of wind-swept sand hills
from Divisadero Street to the ocean was
granted to the city. This territory, called
first the “outer lands” after the change in
ownership, and then the Western
Addition, was surveyed, with maps com-

pleted quickly by 1868. Contractors
established the lines and grades of
streets, and the first land grants were
awarded to settlers and developers in
March of 1870.  

Masonic Avenue became the western
edge of the city, and it seemed a reason-
able limit for future expansion. To the
west of it were several large cemetery
tracts named Calvary, Chinese, Greek,
Laurel Hill, Odd Fellows, and Masonic.  

The land between Divisadero and
Masonic Avenue was laid out in rectan-
gular blocks, similar in size, with longer
east-west dimensions and shorter north-
south blocks, some of which had a slight
grade.  The streets were named after
popular political leaders (Hayes,
Broderick, Baker), important individuals
(Fulton, McAllister, Lyon, and Turk), or
points of interest (Grove). Today’s
Golden Gate Avenue was first named
Tyler Street, after President John Tyler,
and Central Avenue was originally
named Lott Street (for reasons now
uncertain) until 1894.

Panhandle Park and Golden
Gate Park

T he decision in 1870 by California
Governor Henry H. Haight to

develop Golden Gate Park, under the
guidance of the San Francisco Park
Commission, spurred investors, builders,
and prospective homeowners to develop
the blocks between Divisadero and
Masonic. The original proposal for the
park was to have a broad green swath
leading from the Civic Center to the
ocean. But land was precious, even in
those early years of the city, and a com-
promise allowed for three, instead of
five, miles of parkland with a narrower,
one-block wide strip for three quarters of
a mile at the eastern end (the Panhandle
Park). Both the parks (they were consid-
ered separate at first) became wildly
popular. By 1886, three years before the
construction of the house at 2077-

2081Golden Gate, 50,000 people visited
the parks on any given day.  

The first families to settle on Golden
Gate Avenue just north of the park likely
joined the more than two million people
who visited the 1894 MidWinter Fair,
held in Golden Gate Park in 1894.  There
they would have strolled along the curv-
ing paths, dodged speeding bicyclists,
and stopped at the Fine Arts Building,
which was the first museum in the park.
A year later, nearby park neighbors may
have taken the cable car to the end of
Haight Street for a day at The Chutes,
where they could board a gondola and
descend the sixty-foot structure that
would hurl them (reportedly at speeds of
60 miles per hour) into the water of the
artificial lake at the bottom of the tower.  

The Panhandle Park itself was no
ordinary grassy, open space. It became
an outdoor tree museum with living
exhibits from more than a dozen coun-
tries on every continent, including bush
cherries from Australia, ginkgos from
China, olive trees from Greece, cedars
from Morocco, and hawthornes from
England. The eucalyptus trees in the
Panhandle today are the oldest in both
stretches of Golden Gate Park.  

Cable Car Commuting

W ith the popularity of the new city
park, cable car lines were extend-

ed to allow downtown residents easy
access to the further reaches of the city.
Travelers could choose among several
lines in operation every day, including
those following Hayes, McAllister,
Haight, Oak, Ellis, and Geary streets. Of
course, the lines made commuting into
town, for business and shopping, just as
easy—and inexpensive at just five cents
a ride. Since each line had its own dis-
tinctive color of cars, one can imagine
early travelers telling friends, “I’m tak-
ing the yellow line (McAllister Street) 

(Continued next page)
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out to the Panhandle,” or “Just catch the
green car (Hayes Street) after your picnic
in the park.”

What is today called the North Pan-
handle neighborhood, along with the
Haight-Ashbury and the beginnings of
the Inner Sunset, evolved into suburbs.
They were located a respectable distance
from downtown but still accessible for
professionals, tradesmen, and families.
Construction followed the transit lines,
and those blocks like 2000 Golden Gate
with just a handful of houses in the late
1880s were soon filled the with the
sounds of construction. A heavy migra-
tion to the city in the 1890s also led to a
housing boom, one marked by cheap
lumber and factory-produced appliances
and parts. Building the new suburbs was
good business as well: property values
tripled whenever cable car lines were
laid. With the coming of electricity in the
1890s, electric streetcars gradually
replaced cable cars; in the 20th century
gasoline-powered buses and trolley buses
were introduced. Even as the vehicles
themselves changed, many of the initial
routes remained. Today’s buses on
Muni’s #5 Fulton and #21 Hayes still
carry commuters along the same streets
as those taken by the first homeowners
and tenants who settled on the 2000
block of Golden Gate.

First Surveys

T he first surveys of the outer
Western Addition clearly estab-

lished that these properties would be
developed for middle-class homeowners.
There were no expansive lots surrounded
by large lawns and gardens; most were
laid out as 25 feet wide and 100 feet
deep. Some blocks, like the 2000 block
of Golden Gate, were exceptions to this
plan and had lots 27.5 feet wide and 137
feet deep. In addition to dividing lots to
be sold to the middle classes, developers
also knew that the more lots planned for
each block, the greater would be their
profits.   

The surveyors followed a standard
rectangular pattern, separating each into
basically three different types of lots.
There were the corner lots, the mid-
block lots along the long side of the
block (like 2077-2079 Golden Gate), and
what were called key lots, which were
those in the middle of the shorter sides

of the rectangular
blocks (in this
neighborhood, the
north-south streets). 

Of these three
types, the corner lots
were the most
expensive and the
key lots the least
costly. Properties
along the east-west
streets were usually
more desirable and
more expensive than
those along the
north-south streets.

Victorian
Building Boom 

S an Francisco
has been called

the last Victorian
City, since it was
slow to adopt the
architectural features
that had already
flourished in the
early 1850s in England and in eastern
American cities. Due to Queen Victoria’s
long reign, San Francisco emerged from
its tents and sand dune encampments,
developed beyond its original port city
limits, and became a true city, all before
the death of Victoria.  

In the new cable car suburbs of the
Western Addition, beyond Van Ness
Avenue, families selected the building
features and patterns seen on a grander
scale on Nob Hill. Although not so elab-
orate in scope and execution, many of
the homes near Golden Gate Park proud-
ly displayed extensive ornamentation. A
few, like the Zellerbach mansion (1550
Fell) and the Clunie mansion (now the
Victorian Inn on the Park at Fell and
Lyon) were built by the truly wealthy.    

When construction began on the sur-
veyed lots, the corner property was often
a large apartment building set right out
to the property line at the sidewalk. Mid-
block row houses were recessed, provid-
ing a sense of seclusion and giving the
full block definition and balance. Most
houses had the same number of stories
and cost the same as neighboring struc-
tures. Builders and developers reinforced
this uniform pattern. Early San Francis-
cans could often predict the price of any

house once they knew its block location.   
All early San Francisco houses were

raised up off the damp, sandy ground,
but they did not all have full basements.
Many side-by-side, or row, houses had
slots between them; these were recesses
that allowed light and air around the
front and sides of the house or served as
a service alley providing street access to
the backyard. It is very possible that the
current unit at 2081 Golden Gate, part of
the larger 2077-2079 building, was ini-
tially just such a service alley, converted
later to housing, especially given the
city’s chronic housing shortage.

While blocks in this part of the West-
ern Addition were not fully developed all
at once, the 2000 block of Golden Gate
has several buildings of the same style
with similar period architecture. The old-
est building appears to be that at 2022
Golden Gate, completed in November
1886. A few other houses, notably that of
2009-2009a, were built the
same year, 1889, as 2077-
2079 Golden Gate.

Part two of this series
will be continued in the
November-December issue
of NOPNA News.

NOW IN THE CASTRO

• Cosmetic and Family Dentistry

• Children welcome

• Convenient morning and evening 
appointments

• Saturday appointments available

• Easy access via MUNI’s Castro, 
Church and Duboce stations

Bring in this ad to receive free teeth
whitening ($500 value) with the 
purchase of a complete exam, cleaning 
and necessary x-rays.

To schedule an appointment with Dr.
Peter Farmer, please call 415.255.0400.

2191 Market Street, Suite B
San Francisco, CA 94114
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SSttrreeeettssccaappee
CCoommmmiitttteeee  NNeeeeddss  YYoouu!!   

Chuck Fontana is always looking
for new block captains to help

keep the neighborhood attractive
and clean. Please contact

cfontana@yahoo.com
to find out how you can help.

Doug Diboll is a peaceful man, but
he’s a stealth gardener.

Some call what he does “guerilla gar-
dening,” because it takes place randomly
and unexpectedly. “In fact, “gardening”
may be a misnomer, since Doug doesn’t
actually plant new things. But if you
notice a neat pile of recently pulled up
weeds in the gutter, there’s a good
chance that Doug has been at work. Not
claiming any special training in horticul-
ture or landscaping, he says, “I don’t
garden. I just rip things out.”

In areas where he regularly walks,
and where the residents or landlord
aren’t maintaining their sidewalk trees or
shrubbery, Doug may show up with his
gloves, clippers, and broom to do a bit of
tidying. In addition to pulling weeds, he
sweeps sidewalks and trims low-hanging
branches on unattended sidewalk plant-
ings throughout the neighborhood.

A resident of Lyon Street, Doug has
lived in the neighborhood for 18 years.
He is gregarious, observant, and knowl-
edgeable on a wide range of topics. He
can converse as easily about cheddar
cheese production as about safety prac-
tices in the trenches during World War I
or street cleaning downtown.  

Doug’s community beautification
efforts started about 15 years ago, when
he began sweeping the sidewalk on his
block.  After that, they gradually became
a routine. He generally does some clean-
up about once a week—if possible, on
the day before street cleaners arrive, so
that they will sweep out the gutter quick-
ly. When asked why he volunteers his
time on the streets, he says, “I just want
to make my habitat a little more eye-
appealing.”

This mission not only includes well-
kept plantings, but responsible trash dis-
posal, too. “I hate it when people open a

candy bar and just drop the wrapper on
the street when there’s a trashcan a few
feet away,” he declares. “Maybe their
parents didn’t train them… or maybe
they were trained and then forgot.” 

Cigarette butts is another source of
annoyance. Doug smokes, but rather
than throwing the butts on the ground, he
carries them away and puts them in the
trash. 

Among the stranger items Doug
often finds lying on the ground are used
batteries, which he collects and brings in
for recycling. (Household batteries can
be recycled locally at Robert’s Hardware
on Haight, Cole Hardware, Walgreen’s,
RadioShack, and UCSF’s bookstore on
Parnassus.) 

The whole neighborhood owes Doug
Diboll a sincere debt of gratitude. But
sometimes his cleanup efforts pay off in
other ways: He once found a $5 bill.

Local hero

A One-person Cleanup Committee
By 

Melissa Andres

Doug is pictured here with his favorite tool, the
industrial-strength broom.
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The Park Police Station recently
informed NOPNA’s Safety Committee
that certain types of crime have increased
slightly in our area. Car boosts (breaking
a car window and stealing the contents)
are on the rise. A serious mugging took
place in Alamo Square in August.
Additionally, a shooting occurred on
Divisadero near Eddy Street. (Details are
not confirmed at this writing; the police
are working on the case.) 

To help prevent crime and protect
yourselves, be careful to look around you
whenever you are walking alone. Be sure
to walk with others in the evening after
dark. If you are the victim of a crime,
report it promptly. NOPNA has posted
the police form on our Web site
(www.nopna.org/safety.html) so that you

can fill it out and submit it to the police
without delay. Even if you don’t report
the incident to your insurance company,
it will help the community if the police
know it has happened.  

On a positive note, crime overall is
down, and San Francisco is a safer place
than it used to be. NOPNA residents are
better informed now, and in closer touch
with each other. Keeping our eyes open
and neighbors and police alert is crucial-
ly important. Finally, please join NOPNA
and volunteer to work with our safety
committee! Your input can be valuable.

To learn more and view crime statis-
tics, you can use the new online crime
mapping system on the San Francisco
municipal government Web site:
www.sfgov.org

On Wednesday, August 25, The Club
Waziema, at 543 Divisadero, celebrated
its “grand reopening” with a grand party.
NOPNA residents dropped by to enjoy a
lavish buffet, compliments of owner-
managers Nebiat Tesfazgi and Giday
Beshue (above). It was their way of
thanking the many neighbors who sup-
ported their efforts to acquire a liquor
license. Congratulations to the Waziema!

North Panhandle Safety Concerns

Do you ever want to know how a movie ends without sitting through the middle 110 minutes of the 120-
minute show? The Moviepooper Web site (http://www.moviepooper.com) gives you short summaries of
the endings of current and classic films. If you don’t want to know, don’t go there!
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Andrew de Vries, Prudential 
Real Estate: 415-664-9400 x.277 

Arthur Tom: 415-229-1279

Becky & John Layton, Pacific
Union Real Estate: 415-885-5325 

Car-los Auto Service:
1970 McAllister, 415-
567-8420 

David Habash,
Parkside Market: 1600
Hayes, 415-885-3483 

Divis Fancy, Mediter-
ranean restaurant:
846 Divisadero (at
McAllister)

Emanuel Church of God in
Christ: 1649 Hayes, 415-647-5448 

Frances and Lilly, Fairway
Cleaners: (corner of Baker and
McAllister)

Giday Beshue/Club
Waziema: 543
Divisadero, 415-
346-6641

Matt Lanning, Pacific
Union Real Estate:
415-920-8260

Pacific Primary
School: 1500 Grove,
415-346-0906.

NOPNA Salutes its Dedicated
Business Members

The following local business owners are dedicated to making the North
Panhandle a better place for all of us.We salute their efforts and encourage you
to use their services and frequent their businesses:

GET ACTIVE!  Your NOPNA mem-
bership gives us a stronger voice at
City Hall and supports our efforts to
create a clean, safe, and friendly neigh-
borhood. Membership is open to
everyone residing or interested in the
area located within our boundaries:
Divisadero, Masonic, Fell, and Turk.

Please complete the following information:

______________________________
______________________________

Name

______________________________
______________________________

Address

______________________________
______________________________

Phone(s)

______________________________
E-mail (if applicable)

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Interests

Annual dues (payable to
NOPNA): $25 Individual / $30

Family / $50 Mover / $100 Shaker

Please send this form to:
NOPNA, PO Box 591504,

San Francisco, CA 94159-1504,
or phone (415) 267-6113.

For the past five years I have been
President of the Board of the

Whitney Young (WY) Child Develop-
ment Centers, which has sites in the
Western Addition and the Haight. The
organization’s mission is to provide chil-
dren with programs that enhance motor
and socialization skills, creativity, and
self-respect. Activities include dance,
Capoeria, self-defense, painting, music,
and dramatic arts. 

In my opinion, few other childcare
centers in San Francisco provide an

enrichment program that offers as much
variety and quality as Whitney Young.
However, due to recent funding cut-
backs, we are experiencing some finan-
cial hardships. To avoid reducing our
services to the City’s children, we are
initiating a major fundraising campaign,
beginning with a bike-a-thon. 

On October 17, I will be cycling 100
miles around San Francisco and Marin to
raise money and awareness for our pro-
gram.  I personally hope to raise at least
$5,000 from this ride. Contributions are

greatly appreciated; they will go a long
way toward ensuring the continuation
and expansion of our arts and cultural
programs. 

You are invited to learn more about
the Whitney Young Child Development
Centers by visiting our Web site:
www.whitneyyoungcdc.org. To make a
donation, simply click on the
“Contribute” link. For more information
about how to participate in the bike-a-
thon, please contact me directly at
kwing100@earthlink.net .

Our Helping Neighbors

NOPNA member bikes for children
By Karen Wing

GET the NEWS?—PAY your DUES! The NOPNA newsletter
depends on contributions from YOU—association members and communi-
ty residents—to keep you informed about events, activities, and programs
going on in our great neighborhood. Please DUE your share! Sign up at our
next meeting, or fill out the membership form on the right.




